MLA Citation Guide Handout


Bibliography (5.6.1)
Use, in this order, as many of these items as are relevant and useful for clearly identifying the source document.  Web page content and format vary widely.  If the information is available include it, if not available ignore that item – except for Items 5 and 6.
1.
Author or editor's last name, then first name. 

2.
Title of the article in quotation marks. 

3.
Title of the overall Web site (italicized), if distinct from Item 2.  Look at the Blue Title Bar at the very top of the web page.
4.
Version of webpage or edition of book referenced. 
5.
Name of corporation, organization, or institution sponsoring Web site.  (Note that the URL will usually contain the organization's name or initials or short form and thus help you determine the name to use here, appears right after the www.)  If not in the URL, look at the bottom of the web page, usually in small type or look for an “About” page.  Use N.p. if not found (not bolded when it is typed).  
6.
Date of publication (use the format:  day month year), posting, or modification.  In Netscape, use "View," "Page Info" to get a "Last Modified" date if no date is given in the article itself.  In Internet Explorer, type in:  Javascript:alert(document.lastModified).        Use n.d. if not found (not bolded when it is typed).
7.
Medium of publication:  (Web.) or (Print.)

8.
Date when you accessed the site.
9.
URL of the document <in angle brackets> followed by a period.  Keep URL address on one line if at all possible.  If a URL must be divided between two lines, break it only after a slash.
Examples of Typical Web Sites

General: 

Lastname, Firstname.  "Article Title."  Resource Name.  Version.  Owner of the “root” of the 

web site.  Article date.  Web.  Date of access.  <URL>.  
With author: 

Green, Joshua.  "The Rove Presidency."  The Atlantic.com.  Atlantic Monthly Group.  


September 2007.  Web.  17 March 2010.  <http://www.theatlantic.com/doc>.
With the Web site name the same as that of the organization (no organization name is specified): 

Harris, Robert.  "Evaluating Internet Research Sources."  VirtualSalt.  17 November 1997.

Web.  6 February 2006.  <http://www.virtualsalt.com/evalu8it.htm>.  

General: 

Lastname, Firstname.  "Article Title."  Periodical Name.  Periodical Date: Page numbers.


Database Name.  Web. Date of access.  <URL>.

Database with author: 

Rossman, Parker.  "The Theology of Imagination: Science, Science Fiction, and 



Religion.”  Witness.  October 1989: 12+.  SIRS Researcher on the Web.  Web.

6 February 2006.  <http://researcher.sirs.com/cgi-bin/res-article-

display?001275+L''Engle>.
Database with no author: 

"Monkeying with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome."  Science News.  14 September 1996: 

InfoTrac Expanded Academic ASAP.  Web.  6 February 2006.

<http://web4.searchbank.com/infotrac/session/402/859/28283962w3/5!xrn_1>.
MLA Style for Printed Sources

Book: 

Lastname, Firstname.  Title.  Edition.  City:  Publisher.  Date.  Pages.
Campbell, Neil A., and Jane B. Reece.  Biology.  Sixth Edition.  San Francisco:  Benjamin 

Cummings.  2002.  700-725.  Print.
Periodical: 

Lastname, Firstname.  Title.  Date:  pages.  Print.
Journal: 

Lastname, Firstname.  Title.  Journal volume (year):  pages.  Print.
(5.5.7) Encyclopedia or Dictionary:

“Tomato.”  The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language.  Ed. William Morris.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company.  1981.  Print.

“Tomato.”  The New Encyclopedia Britannica.  Ed. Australian National University.  15th ed.  Vol. 11.  Chicago:  Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc.  1998.  Print.

To cite an E-mail communication:

· Name of the writer

· The title of the message (if any), taken from the subject line and enclosed in quotation marks

· A description of the message that includes the recipient (e.g., Message to Students’ Name)

· Date of the message

· Medium of delivery (E-mail.)
Boyle, Anthony T.  “Re:  How to Cite E-mail.”  Message to Carole Gerling.  
10 December 2009.  E-mail.

Harner, James.  Message to Mark Estapa.  15 December 2009.  E-mail.

To cite an interview you conduct:

· Name of the person interviewed or spoken to

· The kind of interview (personal interview, telephone interview)

· Date of interview

Gerling, Carole.  Personal interview.  15 December 2009.

Supal, Mark.  Telephone interview.  5 December 2009.

To cite a manual:

Cite as a nonperiodical print publication.

· Name of author, editor, compiler, or translator

· Title of work (italicized)

· Edition used

· Number(s) of the volume(s) used

· City of publication, name of publisher, and year of publication

· Medium of publication (Print.)

Shapiro, Martin J. ed.  Guiding Student Research:  Making Research Happen in Your School.  Lynchburh, VA.  National Consortium for Specialized Secondary Schools of Mathematics, Science and Technology.  2004.  Print.
To cite a label from packages:

· Name of item

· Name of company

· City and state of company

· Date (expiration)
· Medium (Label.)
Rutgers Tomato.  Ferry-Morse Seed Co.  Fulton, Kentucky.  2010.  Label.
To cite from another student’s research paper:
This should be cited as an unpublished dissertation.

· Authors (last name, first name and first name, last name.)

· “Title.”
· Name of School

· Year written

· Medium  (Print.)
Hsia, Grace, and Rashmi Patil.  “Comparing Allele Patterns.”  Macomb Mathematics 

Science Technology Center.  10 December 2007.  Print.

To cite from an Oral Presentation (Class Lecture):

· Who it was given by 

· Title of Presentation (in quotations) if known
· Name of sponsoring organization
· Location

· Date given

· Medium (Address, Lecture, Keynote Speech, Reading)
McMillan, Greg.  “Ski Wax and the Coefficient of Friction.”  Macomb Mathematics Science 

Technology Center.  Warren, MI.  8 October 2009.  Lecture.
Remember:

· Periods go INSIDE of quotes.

· Periods (that end each section) are followed by two spaces (except when you have .” then the“.” is followed by two spaces).

· Make sure the URL begins with < and ends with >.  Make sure there is a period after the greater than arrow (>.)
How to enter information in the “Works Cited”
5.5.2

If there is no author, begin the entry with the title.  Alphabetize the entry by the title, ignoring any initial A, An, or The.  “A Guide to Our Federal Lands” is alphabetized under g.

In general omit titles and degrees that precede or follow names.


Example


In Bibliography

Anthony T. Boyle, PhD

Boyle, Anthony T.

Lady Marie Copeland

Copeland, Marie.

Father Mark Estapa


Estapa, Mark.

Saint Carole A. Gerling

Gerling, Carole A.

Dr. Jeffrey Hopkins


Hopkins, Jeffrey.

Sir Greg McMillan


McMillan, Greg.

A suffix that is an essential part of a name – like Jr. or a roman numeral – appears after the given name, preceded by a comma.

Rockefeller, John D., IV.

Rust, Arthur George, Jr.

5.3.5. Two or More Works by the Same Authors
To cite two or more works by the same authors, give the names in the first entry only. Thereafter, in place of the names, type three hyphens, followed by a period and the title.  The three hyphens stand for exactly the same names, in the same order, as in the preceding entry.  Authors names whose order in the source work is different from that of the previously listed names should be listed in the same order as in the work and alphabetized appropriately. 
Estapa, Mark.  “The Real Differnece Between a Frog and a Prince.”  Macomb Mathematics Science Technology Center.  1 April 2009.  Lecture. 

---. “Two Times Zero Equals What?”  Macomb Mathematics Science Technology Center.     1 April 2010.  Lecture.
5.5.4. A Book by two or more authors
To cite a book by two or three authors, give their names in the same order as on the title page—not necessarily in alphabetical order.  Reverse only the name of the first author, add a comma, and give the other name or names in normal form (Deleuze, Gilles, and Félix Guattari).  Place a period after the last name.  Even if the authors have the same last name, state each name in full (Lee, Matt, and Ted Lee). If the persons listed on the title page are editors, translators, or compilers, place a comma (not a period) after the final name and add the appropriate abbreviation (eds., trans., or comps. for “editors,” “translators,” or “compilers”). 

Cybulski, Rosemarie, and Carole Gerling.

Cybulski, Rosemarie, Carole Gerling, and Mark Estapa.

If there are more than three authors, you MAY name only the first and add et al.  (“and others”), or you MAY give all names in full in the order in which they appear.

Acre, Scot, et al.  Title Goes Here.  . . .

– or –

Acre, Scot, Carole Gerling, Mark Estapa, and Rosemarie Cybulski.  Title Goes Here.
In-text Citation

For its citation style, the Modern Language Association (MLA) uses an in-text reference which directs the reader to a list of Works Cited at the end of the paper.  For printed works, the in-text reference includes the author's last name or a short title (if there is no author listed) and page number.  For Web citations, where few Web documents have page numbers, you can give the author's last name or short title.  Here are examples: 

Example of Web Page with Author’s Name:

A spa chemistry expert recommends adding spa shock after using the spa "in 

order to help assure a sanitizer level in the water" (Schuster). 

Example of Printed Work with Author’s name and Page Number:

A spa chemistry expert recommends adding spa shock after using the spa "in 

order to help assure a sanitizer level in the water" (Schuster 24). 

Note:  If there are no page numbers, as is usual with Web documents, do not make up one or use the number one (as in "Jones 1") to cover the whole document.  Use a number only when there is a number. 

Example of Web Page with No Author:
Sodium carbonate is also known as carbonic acid, soda ash, disodium salt 

and disodium carbonate (“Sodium”). 

Example of Printed Work with No Author’s Name and Page Number:

Sodium carbonate is also known as carbonic acid, soda ash, disodium salt 

and disodium carbonate (“Sodium” 179). 

If more than one title begins with the same word(s), use the first word, …, and the word which makes the listing unique.

Example:

Sodium carbonate is also known as carbonic acid, soda ash, disodium salt 

and disodium carbonate (“Sodium … Chemical”). 
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