NAMES_______________________________________________________Section_____________


Review of Literature  

The purpose of this section of your paper is to discuss all the scientific information necessary to understand your topic.  The Review of Literature includes an explanation of the progression of relevant research and related experiments in your field of study, and what methods were used by predecessors who have already studied this topic and the results of their work.  Your Review of Literature should help you refine the problem statement and support the hypothesis it should give you a foundation from which to model your experimental testing.  This is where you must educate the reader about the SCIENCE involved. Use diagrams and figures to help readers understand the science!  Consider your target audience and define or explain any terms, formulas (see Appendix B for format) and concepts that are critical to understanding this section.  For example, do not just state that you poured a chemical into the dirt and the roots absorbed the liquid.  You MUST explain the science of HOW this happens.  How is the liquid absorbed?  Can you illustrate this in a diagram? 
The Review of Literature should be long enough to be thorough and short enough to avoid repetition.
The Review of Literature is written to support your hypothesis. 

It should include scientific and experimental background that supports your hypothesis. Your goal is to educate your reader. 
___________/10   

Define the scientific concepts apply to your problem. Laws, theories, formulas, chemical reactions, scientific principles. Use figures and diagrams to help build understanding. 
___________/10 

Proper explanation and application of scientific concepts critical to understanding and application to your problem/ hypothesis
___________/5
Discuss research and/or experiments you have read about that apply to your research question. How does this research support your hypothesis? What did you learn from this research. 
___________/5

Third person, past tense, concise. 
___________/30
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